
A FARM BILL FACEOFF: Senators are gearing up for a fight over how the farm bill should address Republicans’ 
historic cuts to SNAP spending when they come back from this week’s recess. 

As you’ll recall: Republican senators are privately discussing whether to delay a federal requirement that will 
force states to help fund the nation’s largest anti-hunger program, as your host scooped last week. 

A proposal to postpone the implementation date of a GOP-led move to make states share the cost of SNAP 
benefits has emerged as a crucial factor that could garner the bipartisan support needed to move a farm bill 
through the Senate. 

Democrats have insisted that the legislation delay the SNAP overhaul — which Republicans included in their 
domestic policy megabill last year — arguing it will kick people off the program and lead to benefit cuts. 

They’ve also stressed the delay would put all states in the same boat, given that some states with lowest error 
rates won’t have to foot the bill at all and others with the highest error rates have an implementation delay 
built into the SNAP overhaul. 

"I'm open to listening to their argument,” Boozman told MA last week. “It's just been very difficult to see 
where we'll be able to find the money to pay for that." 

Including the cost-share delay is “the only way to get a farm bill through,” said one person close to the 
negotiations granted anonymity to discuss the private talks. 

On the other side of the Capitol: Thompson, who has opposed attempts to delay the SNAP cost-share plan, 
said he trusts Boozman’s approach. 

“He’s going to do whatever he needs to to get the 60 votes, and then we’ll go to conference committee,” 
Thompson told MA Thursday. 

When asked if the House would support delaying the cost-share requirement, Thompson said he’d “reserve 
judgment.” 

“I don’t think we should let states off the hook because the states are working hard,” he said. “And if they 
sense that we’re easing up, they may ease up, and that’s not good for the consumers.” 

Some Republican senators and fiscal conservatives might not support the delay, given that they argued the 
cost-share requirement will force states to work harder to get their error rates down. 

“If it makes economic sense to delay, it’s one thing,” Justice said. “But if all we’re doing is just putting it off for 
some political reason or whatever it may be, it’s not good with me.” 
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