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FROM THE PASTORS 

ñIf something comes toward you with grace and can pass through you and toward others with grace, 
you can trust it as the voice of God.ò 
ˈ Richard Rohr, The Universal Christ: How a Forgotten Reality Can Change  
Everything We See, Hope For and Believe 

 
 
There are many times that I wonder if I have heard the voice of God--I may 
think,ò oh was that Godé or was that just in my headé or was it the dog barking 
é?ò So this summer when I read The Universal Christ by Richard Rohr and  
specifically when I read this quote, it struck me and has stuck with me. Grace 
coming towards and through us sounds like something that may just happen 
once in awhile, but as I paid attention to this one thought, it became real that 
grace flowing towards and through us is a constant. It is in our heads, in our 
hearts, in the sounds of dogs and in the drifting smell of the summer flowers. It is 
in the quick smiles and the long heart-to-heart conversations. It is in the material 
things we give and in the words we say. The voice of God is not just one sound 
or one thought or one type of vibration we may or may not feel, it is in the  
everything and in the specific.  
 
There are some old and new ways to engage through our congregational  
community this fall that may be ways for you to practice holding this thought of 
flowing grace. Worship and education on Sundays, Bible study throughout the 
week, teaching peers or children or youth, hearing sermons, all can serve as the 
many ways that connect you to the flow of grace. There are new ways as well. 
Trying out yoga on a Thursday afternoon, enjoying time together in gatherings 
like womenôs retreat and congregational potlucks or book discussions and  
enneagram study, serving in new ways through faith and action teams, learning 
more about refugees and immigration and how our witness matters. We invite 
you into the spaces and the opportunities this fall and we invite you to open up 
space for vision and engagement in how you hear grace and let it flow through 
you.  
 
As you walk through your fall days, trust in this voice to come towards you and 
through you. Trust in the moments that you can hear it and in the moments that 
you cannot. Trust in the promise that Godôs Holy Spirit is alive and well and is a 
part of you.  
 
Pastor Leta Arndt Behrens 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/60592660
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/60592660
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Wƻƴ CǊȅτ 
LƴǘŜǊƴ tŀǎǘƻǊ 



Up the Mountain 
 
ñI feel like Iôm over packingò I kept telling Megan as I 
was preparing to spend my first days employed by 
Our Saviourôs up at Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp.  
 
I needed bedding to stay in the lodge, clothes for 
Summerfest (and the whole week!), hiking boots, a 
small cooler for Pub Theology, and my backpack with 
books to read for the week. It seemed like too much, 
but I needed to be prepared for EVERYTHING!  
 
I packed up the car and headed to Pr. Letaôs house to catch a ride. It was about halfway up 
the Poudre Canyon that I started to regret not taking Dramamine and worrying about Lola, 
Pr. Letaôs dog, in the backseat who was panting and drooling over my shoulder. As long as 
the dog didnôt get sick, I was pretty sure I could make it.  
 
We arrived at camp and I was amazed at the view of the mountains, and the breath-taking 
view from the deck of the lodge. Growing up, I spent many summers at Lutheran Lakeside 
Camp in Okoboji, Iowa which will always hold a special place in my heart, but the cool 
weather and backdrop of Sky Ranch instantly became a close second. 
 
After I dropped my stuff off and was given a quick tour by Rob Behrens, I was taken around 
to meet the families who were camping or ñRV-ingò for Summerfest. I tried to repeat names, 
remember which kids belonged to which parents, and make mental notes of any details that 
would help me remember names.  
 
It wasnôt until the next day when we started playing 9 Square in the Air that the names  
started to come together. The constant apologies as taller humans ñaccidentlyò spiked the 
ball on smaller humans really helped me put faces with names, and the next step was to 
match the kids up with the parents as we all came together for dinner at the Chuckwagon.  
 
It was that night sharing a meal with some of the youth that I got a glimpse of their love for 
each other and learned what they like to do for fun. At the campfire people of all ages joined 
voices in praising God together with the camp staff, in that way that you can really only  
experience at Camp. Then, at Pub Theology, adults had the opportunity to share stories of 
being bullies or being bullied, and talk about how these experiences have affected our faith 
and our lives as a whole. 
 
Summerfest Weekend gave me a glimpse into the authentic community that exists at Our 
Saviourôs and brought me down the mountain excited and energized to learn and grow in 
this place for the next 4 years. 
 
Grace + Peace, 
Jon Fry 
OSLC Intern Pastor 
 



Adult bible Study 

This fall (till the end of the year) we will spend our time 

connecting with the book of Isaiah.   Isaiah has a  

complicated history and is cherished by both Hebrews and 

Christians.   Come explore with us as we wrestle with a book 

that still challenges theologians today.   A basic syllabus is  

available to stay up to date.   - Pastor Michael  

Wednesdays 5:45 pm Conference Room  

Thursdays 9:30 am East Meeting Room  





 

19 youth and 4 adults set 

out on an adventure this 

summer to go to the  

border. We went to serve 

and to learn. Our serving 

was leading a VBS for 

Peace Lutheran and our 

learning was through  

Cristo Rey Iglesia, both in 

El Paso. The leadership 

shown by the youth and 

the engagement that 

they were able to give 

was remarkable and inspiring for their pastor. I wish I could bottle 

up every comment, every moment, every mental picture I have 

(well, maybe not  EVERY moment¦) to show you so you could  

experience it as well. As our youth shared in worship it was  

another reminder of the impact that it has on them, their faith, 

and their engagement in the world. The baptismal promise, to 

engage the world with eyes and hearts for justice and peace in 

the world is a promise that does not leave us to keep our faith 

separate or to let it remain sitting in a pew. It is a promise that we 

as a congregation make to show, to  

experience, to live, to ask questions, to 

go deeper, and   to integrate into all  

aspects of our lives. Thank you for your 

part in keeping this promise to these 

youth and for all your prayers,  

contributions and support.   
 

El Paso 


