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REGULAR WEEKLY WORSHIP 

Saturday 

5:30 pm 

Sunday 

8:30 am & 10:30 am 



COATS, COATS, AND MORE COATS 
A concern raised with the new building is the loss of our coat room. We 
did lose our large coat room, but it has been replaced with four  
different coat closets located around the church.  We have not lost any 
space but have provided more options as our building size increased. 
Three of them are located in the Narthex with two of them in the area 
next to the Nursery and the third being the far West Closet by the  
Patio and music room. There is also a coat closet off of the fellowship 
hall by the Northeast Entrance. It is on the east side by the door where 
you enter the East Meeting Room. Please be aware of where each of 
these coat rooms are, so you can help others to find them too.  





Blessings to you this Christmas! 
 
We can relate to the InnKeeper in the Christmas story 
as sometimes w e find ourselves entering the story as ones 
that have no more room for Jesus.  It’s not that w e 
don’t w ant to have room, w e just find w e’re too full. A s 
our culture demands more of your time, more of your  
money, more of your focus it is easy to ignore the Grace of 
the Christ Child.  We have valid excuses like the innkeeper. A s w e consider our lives in Christ perhaps w e can 
remind ourselves of who w e are, and whose w e are. There w ill be times w e remain overwhelmed by the pressures 
of our w orld, but perhaps w e can respond to the knock at our door and make room for Grace.  Grace w ill 
come whether you respond to that knock or not, but by responding you can be touched by the face of Christ. 
 
44 Then they also w ill answ er, ‘Lord, when w as it that w e saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45 Then he w ill answ er them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of 
the least of these, you did not do it to me.’  Matthew 25:44-45 
 
A s w e look at all of our building improvements w e are reminded of the InnKeeper’s part of the Christmas 
story.  We hope that Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church can alw ays be a place that makes room for those in 
need in our w orld.  Our church exists for God’s purpose more than our purpose. This means that w e must 
alw ays be mindful that the face of God is often on the outside trying to get in, and not simply in the places 
that w e view as holy rooms.  A s w e continue to strive to be a partner w ith multiple other charities in our 
w orld, w e are mindful of how w e can connect to them, how w e can be a conduit to them. We are mindful that 
our building is a gift to God in our community. 
 
We are thankful for these relationships, and thankful for you who spend so much time in connecting to our 
church and these other organizations that share Christ Jesus.  If you are looking for a connection point in 
our community or beyond w ith some of the organizations w e support, w e w ould love to help you make those 
connections. Please look at all the opportunities that are brought forth through Outside our Walls. 
We hope you have a blessed Christmas.  May your lives share grace and peace to the w orld. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor L eta Behrens and Pastor Michael Stadtmueller 
 

A note from the pastors 



We have about $400,000 in committed dollars still outstanding, but pledged for our 

Capital Campaign as we enter the third year of  the campaign.  We have taken out a 

loan of  $1,200,000 through the Mission Investment Fund, and have about $100,000 

left in estimated expenses. This means that after our pledges have come in at the end 

of  2019 we should have a loan of  $900,000 or less.   
 

We are grateful for the additional gifts that have come in to get us to this 

point.  Those gifts that were either pledged above commitments or are coming from 

members who did not pledge but gave a gift have totaled over $125,000.  We are 

grateful for all of  you who have made gifts over and above your original  

commitments. Continued gifts will be used to pay down the debt and reduce our 

monthly payments.   
 

We remind you that you can call the office to check on how you are doing in  

completing your pledges. 
 

Capital Campaign Update 

ANNUAL MEETING JANUARY 27th 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held January 27th at 11:30 am in the 

Fellowship Hall. Annual Reports will be available beginning January 13th.  



PILGRAMAGE HIGHLIGHT 

DAY 1 DEPARTURE FROM USA 

-DEPART USA 

DAY 2 Arrival, tiberias 

-arrive in tel aviv, meet your guide, drive to Tiberius via coastal plains 

-Dinner and overnight at hotel in tiberias 

DAY 3 Nazareth, cana, mount tabor 

-mount tabor, cana of galilee 

-Nazareth, basilica of the annunciation, st. Josephs church, marys well 

-Dinner and overnight at hotel in Tiberius 

DAY 4 Golan heights, sea of galilee 

-caesarea Philippi 

-tabgha, site of the multiplication of the fishes and the loaves 

-the mount of beatitudes, communion at the mount of multiplication 

-enjoy a meal of st. peters fish and boat ride on the sea of galilee 

-st. peters primacy, Capernaum 

-Bethsaida 

-dinner and overnight at hotel in Tiberius 

DAY 6 dead sea area/Jordan valley 

-st. George of choziba monastery. View of the good Samaritan inn 

-masada 

-Qumran, site of the discovery of the dead sea scrolls 

-dead sea 

-Jericho, old city and view mount of temptation 

-Jordan river 

-dinner and overnight at in Bethlehem 

DAY 7 bethlehem 

-worship at redeemer church in Jerusalem 

-visit with the local Lutheran community in the holy land 

-shepherds field in beit sahour 

-the church of the nativity 

-dinner and overnight at in Bethlehem 

           *while we do our very best to make sure all items in the itinerary are included, there are 

             Times when conditions beyond our control affect the program. 
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DAY 8 Mount of olives/mount zion 

-visit augusta Victoria, meet with the representative of Lutheran world federation 

-panoramic view from the top of mount of olives 

-garden tomb 

-ascension hill on the mount of olives, the church of pater noster,  

Dominus Flevit 

-The garden of gethsemane and the church of all nations. Mt. zion 

And the cenacle. 

-dinner and overnight at in Bethlehem 

DAY 9 old city of jerusalem 

-the western wall and the temple mount, view of the dome of the rock 

And el-aqsa Mosque 

-St. annes church, pools of Bethesda. Walk the via dolorosa 

-church of the holy sepulcher 

-city of david, hezekiahs tunnel 

-holocaust museum 

-free time in the old city of Jerusalem (if time permitted) 

-Dinner and overnight at hotel in  Bethlehem 

DAY 10 Departure or Jordan extension 

-check out, depart hotel for your flight home or 

-check out, depart hotel for jordan 

-visit Bethany beyond the Jordan 

-visit mount nebo, madaba 

-dinner and overnight in petra 

DAY 11 petra, amman 

-full day visits to petra 

-drive to amman 

-dinner and overnight in amman 

DAY 12 amman Jerash 

-visit city of amman 

-visit jerash 

-dinner and overnight in amman 

DAY 13 Arrive usa 

-check out, depart for airport 

-We will arrive back in the usa the same day 

 



END OF YEAR GIVING 

Office 

volunteers 

needed 

As we end the year we give thanks for your  
generosity and commitment to the church. The  
ministry of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church is thriving 
in no small part because of your support. We want to 
remind you that for tax purposes all gifts need to be 
in before the end of the year. The office will remain 
open between Christmas and New Years during  
regular business hours on the following dates  
December 26th - 28th and December 31st. You are 
welcome to stop by and drop off donations. 
 
*You can electronically give through your bank. 
Email Natalie (natalie@our-saviours.org) in the  
office for more information on how to set this up. (If 
you would like to do this before the end of the year, 
you must do this ASAP). 
 
*You can give by credit card by following this link: 
https://our-saviours.org/give/ Please remember that 
a small percentage of all credit card gifts is taken as 
a fee by the card company, but we are still happy to 
accept those gifts. 
 
*If you donate stock beware that due to privacy  
policies we are not always notified by your broker 
who is giving the gift. It is helpful to email or call  
the church office to notify of an incoming check and 
the amount. 
 
*Individual gifts to organizations supported by the 
church can be donated through the church.  
 
*If you want to donate stock talk to your broker. A  
donation of stock can let you avoid the capital gains 
on your gift while giving you the full tax-credit for 
your donation.  
 
*If you would like to fill out a commitment card for 
next year they are still available in the narthex. 
 



GUSTAVUS JAZZ ORCHESTRA 

The Gustavus Jazz Ensemble is the premiere 21-piece concert jazz ensemble at Gustavus Adolphus College. In  
addition to fall and spring concerts and on-campus appearances, the group tours annually. In the past, the band has 
toured the Midwest extensively, as well as extended tours to the West Coast and a southern tour to New Orleans in 
1998.  

Concert Tuesday, February 5th at 7:00 pm at OSLC 

We are looking for a coordinator for this event to help provide them a simple dinner and assist with getting host  
families matched up with their students. We are also looking for host families for that night to take the students  
overnight, provide breakfast, and return them to OSLC in the morning. Students need to be housed in groups in  
multiples of 2 (so 2, 4, 6, 8, etc.) Please contact Natalie Grapes (natalie@our-saviours.org) or Pastor Leta  
(leta@our-saviours.org) to volunteer for either need. Help us be a blessing to these young people who are sharing 
their gifts! 

News from habitat 
OSLC/FOCOLU Sponsored Habitat Homes will be Dedicated on Sunday,  
December 16.  Aaron and Andi Taylor’s home will be dedicated at 1 pm and at 2 
pm (across the street) Munawar and Rebecca Masih’s home will be dedicated. OSLC 
has been important in financially supporting these two home builds, and volunteer 
crews from our church have helped physically to build both homes. Parking is  
available either at Harmony Cottages (SE corner of Harmony and Taft Hill Roads) or 
at the ReStore (4001 S Taft Hill Rd).  If you would like to bring a non-perishable food 
item, we will use it to stock the food pantries of each home. Please join us in these 
home celebrations.  

Next year from November 8-16, 2019, please consider helping a poor family in Jordan obtain a decent and 
secure place to live.  We are now organizing a team of volunteers from OSLC and the other FOCOLU 
churches to participate in this adventure.  Jordan, located next to Israel, is an ancient country considered to 
be an important part of the cradle of Western civilization.  In addition to helping a family in need, this trip 
will provide opportunities to learn first-hand more about Islam and what daily life is like for people living in 
a Muslim country.  Cultural opportunities are planned to help us to better understand Middle Eastern 
life.  In terms of food, the Jordanian cuisine is considered one of the best in the region.  The timing of 
this trip is designed to come just before the FOCOLU Holy Land Tour that is currently being 
planned, so that those building a home in Jordan can join the Holy Land Tour and extend 
their educational and cultural opportunities.  An informational meeting on the Jordan Build will be 
held on Monday, January 14.  Please let Jerry Freier or Melanie Reed know if you are interested in  
participating in this adventure (970-482-6163 or freierreed@msn.com).      

https://em-ui.constantcontact.com/em-ui/em/page/em-ui/email#


Youth Activities 

UPCOMING HIGH SCHOOL EVENTS: 

  

 

Saturday, January 26th- Ice Skating at EPIC 
from 5-7pm. Why shouldn't you tell jokes while ice skating? 
Because the ice might crack up! Meet at Eldora Pool and Ice 
Center for a night of skating fun (but no jokes). Cost is $8, bring 
your HS Student ID for a discount!  

Wednesday, January 30th - HS Youth Group 
at OSLC at 6:30pm. We're starting Youth Group back 
up in 2019. See you in the New Year!  



A Word from LUMIN (Lutheran Campus Ministry)  
“That’s what’s so powerful about the ministry here at LuMin. We realize that the Holy Spirit 
is poured out upon all people, and that we are moved through the world to spread God’s 
love.” This was said by Keith Evenson who graduated from Colorado State University as an 
Electrical Engineer this past spring. Just six days before receiving his diploma he was the 
student preacher on the Day of Pentecost at our Sunday night worship.  
 
He said that one of the major gifts of the ministry was the people who made up the assem-
bly at worship and Sunday supper. He identified some of those who sat next to him over his 
four years. “Gay and straight, those who don’t speak English, senior citizens and college 
age students, those with disabilities, NRA members, adults with a salary and family along 
side of homeless people, Lutherans, Catholics, Buddhists, Agnostics, one time visitors and 
the closest of friends… people I’ve cried with at funerals, and then laughed with in the car 
the next week as I was trying to learn the riffs to Uptown Funk.” Keith went on to say, “The 
people I just listed, they’re not people you could find at every church. But they should be.” 
He goes on to say, “The whole point of Pentecost is that is takes all kinds of people to make 
the church work.” 
 
At Lutheran Campus Ministry in Fort Collins we post everywhere, “ALL ARE WELCOME!” 
We do not mean all Lutheran students, but ALL PEOPLE. That is a key ingredient in send-
ing our students into the world as apostles. At LuMin we are clear that we are about the 
business of equipping apostles. We are a resurrection people that proclaim the mission and 
message of Jesus. Campus ministry students experience God’s love so that they can speak 
and be God’s love in the world...to all people. 
 
We are working to conclude a $50,000 fundraising effort to update bathrooms, kitchen, and 
living spaces while adding showers and laundry. This will both put us in a position to care for 
the students who come to the ministry, but also as a future goal of providing support for 
homeless college students using our building several days a week as a drop-in center. We 
know that there are students who can attend this land-grant institution, but they can not  
afford the high cost of rent in Fort Collins. Students are “couch-surfing” or trying to live out of 
cars. We have a plan to support these students using the asset of our building. (More  
information can be found on our website). We are a ministry of APOSTLES striving to care 
for ALL. 
 
The concluding words of Keith’s sermon addressed the community. “You all challenged me 
to be a better apostle every day. Find out how you wanna spread God’s love. You’re an 
apostle! Go into the world, and share God’s love with it. Meet someone where they’re at and 
appreciate your time in this amazing community of apostles. Amen.” 
 
Merry Christmas and thank you for your ongoing support! 
 
God’s Peace, 
Pastor Paul 
Lutheran Campus Ministry—CSU 



We wish 

You a  

merry 

Christmas 
Epiphany Party January 7th 9:40 am 


